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Gasoline has nsen from 21 
cenlS 10 Over a dollar and the g~ 
company has changed Its name, but 
otherwise things are pretty much 
the same a( Sharp's Counll1: Srore. 
Loca ted in Slatyfork 011 highway 
219 (his landmark general store 
has 'been in operation f(l' over ,100 
years Beh ind the gas pumps IS 3 

muse~m of the region, of the slohre 
. d of a family that as ~~~~; b~~ed to the rich heritage of 

Pocahontas ~o~ntY'Lu(her David 
Founde lh Yon ly son of Silas 

(L.D.) Sharp. e the store opened 
and Sarah Sharp. . 1'84 AI the 

' home m o. 
in his paren! S L D began buymg 
early age,of 17~r ' l'iveslOCk an,d 
and se lll,ng d i r many yean hIS 
merchandise an 0 hau led from 
merchandis,e ,w,as and Beverly by 
Millboro, Vtrgml3'Mr. Sharp was 
covered wag~~r of SlalY(~ 
me f~1 r:':arne when :: of lht 
gave II He waS al~ 0 totS ill 
opened. of apiary l~PCC beeS 10 
firsl gvro.u~inia, and ,.,scd 
WeSi Ire> 
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~~~f"'~~WliC changes in the his binh In 1872. 

. paved roads and 
and the telephone, 

power. racho and IeICVISIOfl. 
to SIMyfOft dUllng me 
tN, COUtU'}' toltwd:et"pC'f. 
Ihe bullnnl OUI"ew his 

........ L 0 buIll hu. f,nl 
II .... one room , 

cui by "'lit''' 
mDUntal ... The 
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shoes. lamp oil, nails, 
supplies slich u 
fence Wife. Sharp's 
Ihe only to 
that ... 

in Ihis reaaote 
hobo 

SOCial 
showcase (Of' 
new slyies and 

People 
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cc _ . - 01' t~lu:n in \911 

he ~n~yce ~hc famous P~~~Ofllas -PbotoQ(s"- ...... ~~ 
In W lie lynn honey '-r 

10 s loreT~:war:iJ surrou ndl~1 L. o :s shoes, lamp oil. nai ls. 100Ls ~ 
f, antasllc changes in the supplies such &$ honaboes; r. 

)cars ~lIowing his binh In 1872. fence .... Ire Shillll S St~~ 
The ra ll~oad . pa ved rOilds and the only acce:u to 1!W1) 

aU10 ":l0 b, les , ilnd the telephone that made h\'lnl better for ~, 
d ectnc pow" "' - ., ' I , r 10 and televiSIon peop le 1ft thiS fem(lle ; I 
a,lI ~ame 10 Sialyfork dunng the' communlt)" . It also PCO\ld,l,l 
IIfeome or thiS COUntry storekeeper M)Cial meeung place and 11 .,.:., 

.W~en the business outgrew hi~ sho .... casc for the mtroduclJdl (10 

family s ~ousc. L. D . bUIlt his first new SI)1es aM fl-.. htOnL 
store bUI lding. It was onc room Palple 1Ull:un.lJy dnfted 1A1t!.: 
made. from lumber cut by Iogge~ store 10 IJsaen 10 the radio ""ker­
woel"ng the nearby mounlains. The electron"~ marvel millde Iii 
SIOl"e was located on the old COUntry appearance . LD, .. as wre to ~ 
road where it t;;rosst!d SI:uy fork w me Ofl d ~pl ~)' (Of u le ~ 
Creek, Ihe road Ihal had been used folks found the new ,~,et ~IO 
by soldiers of the norlh and the ~I~ve. Once some men ca~ \II 
south during the Civil War. As the and heard a new bauef)'-opertetd 
one room became too small a shorlwave r_ho, They kJt ~. 
larger tWO-S IOry bu ilding ~as think.iftg the Sharps h.wi IJlC~ to 
construcled around and above I t so trick them 1A10 bellev,nl thaI ~ 
bus ine ss co uld co nl inue sound JUSI came IhrOUlh the IIr 
uninterrupted. Sharp's Country Store IS ~ 

Sharp's Store served an area of run by Benny Eduardo and U\d3. 
15 miles, from Linwood 10 Elk. Sharp Eduardo. Linda is L D_'S 
Mountai n. Th is wa s a large granddaughter and the daughter of 
te rril OTY, co ns id erill g trav el Dave Sharp, the family hlst(ll11!\ 
conditions at that time . Goods who has plenty of stones 10 tel t 
arr ived by hor!>e and wagon over The store is still a gathenng 
rutted dirt roads that were often place for the locals who find the 
muddy and treacherous. Men got squeaky wooden floors and the 
together for Ihe 6O-mile journey to warm coal stove an ideal settinl for 
the tra in depot in Mill boro, remembenng the old days. 
Virgi ni a, or Beverly in Randolph The Eduardo's are keenly 
County. They took food for several aware of the heritage that surrounds 
days, and heavy sheets to sleep on them and enjoy sharing their 
the ground or to cover their wagons knowledge of local history and the 
in case of rain. family business. 

Before electricity was available, The slore has come 10 the 
Sharp', Siore was lit with oil atten t ion o f hi storian s and 
lantern5. The store was mOved. to photographers and was the subject 
ItS prt5Cnt site when U.S. 219 was of a story published in 198 8 in 
bUilt around 1927, and al ils new Goldensea l magazine , excerpts 
locJuon had t lectric lights powered from wh ich were used here. 
by a pnvate 32-volt generator. This ' ••• 0; 
Delco Iysltrn ran on gaSOline in its 
o .. n bulld ln, out back. Th e 
I t:nt:flUOr also powered the " Icy 
Ih.ll· 10ft dnnU cooler. In front of 
tbt' ~lUI'e .... ert four gravi ty red ga$ 
pwllJI& G.~ WI) pu rnped up IniO 

"'_';"~I .. n lr .. . ~ 10 __ .. 

Store fo und er L.D, Shar 
the prime or li fe , ' 
por tn tit was made a r lJ 
19 10 _ ( p h o t ol!nt p 
u n k nown ) A ll 
pho tog raphs co ur tesy I 
Sha rp . 

Country Store ilems arl 
available including maple ~ 
nail s, flou r, oil lamps, gas 
elC . Sporting goods are 1ft 

incl udin g fi shjn~. gear, 
pistolS and ammuRiUon. 

So if you haven·t been 
S harp' ~ Country Store, mal 
poi nt to visit soon fl!ld c.al a ' 
dip of your favorite IC ~ ( 
Sharp's CountrY Store.is loc. 
miles north of M:trhnlOn . 
2 19 . 
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~o~d LinTda barp Eduardo un harp" C".",r1 
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